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ENGLISH I Workshop Course Outline

Course Content:

• Vocabulary Enhancement


∆ Weekly lists and quizzes


∆ We will use words from within the literature and a vocabulary book.

• Improving Writing Skills


∆ We will use two textbooks to improve your writing skills.


∆ This will help you to pass the CAHSEE test (high school exit exam given in 10th grade)

• Grammar


∆ Again practice with grammar and sentence construction will help you pass the CAHSEE test and 
score well on the CST (California Standards Test) – given each year in May.

• Literature 


∆ As we complete each book, you will write a 4 paragraph summary and character analysis


∆ We will also be working on critical reading skills.


∆ Short Stories


∆ To Kill a Mockingbird

∆ The Odyssey

∆ Romeo and Juliet

•The best way to reach me is through email:
macarek@svusd.org

We will work together this year to improve your writing and reading skills to grade level.  I look forward to helping you and for you to have a positive first year at Laguna Hills High School.

• Course Requirements


∆ 3 ring-binder with a good supply of paper must be brought to class every day.


∆ Indexed Dividers – labeled as follows:

1. Vocabulary

5. To Kill a Mockingbird (TKM)

2. Writing


6. The Odyssey (Ody)

3. Grammar


7. Romeo and Juliet (R & J)

4. Short Stories


∆ Check website 


∆ Flashdrive to keep your electronic files


∆ Highlighters

• FORMAL ESSAYS must be:

1. TYPED – DOUBLE-SPACED – 12 PT FONT (Times or Times New Roman) – MLA format

2. Use Microsoft Word 2000 or XP or higher. Our district does not support any other word processing program.

3. Turnitin.com submission is required for essays and research-based papers before I will grade it.

4. If access to a computer is a problem, see me to arrange time for you to use a computer. Our library has computers available for student use from 7 AM to 3 PM, and the Community Center has at least 25 computers available to use. Also my classroom has computers for you to use (snack, lunch, after school).

5. You will save all your essays in your student folder on the school’s electronic server. You can access your work from any computer in the school. I will teach you how to use it.

• Classroom Operations


∆ If you leave supplies in your locker, you will take a tardy to get them.

∆ Major assignments for which you were given advanced noticed of the due date are DUE the 
day 
assigned – regardless of your attendance.

∆ Food should be eaten outside the classroom.


∆ Class discussion is encouraged; private talking is disruptive.


∆ For any computer/printer related problems 

1. email me your paper as an attachment to avoid penalties;
put your paper/worksheet on a Flash Drive and bring it to school

• Class Grading

This class is composed of homework and class work assignments, quizzes, major test, and essays/writing calculated on a cumulative point basis, using the following scale:
92.5 ^ = A
89.5 = A-
86.5 = B+
82.5 = B
79.5 = B-
76.5 = C+
72.5 = C
69.5 = C-
66.5 = D+
62.5 = D
59.5 = D-
Below = F

* Please be aware of the ETHICS POLICY. All assignments are considered individual assignments unless otherwise specified as a group assignment. In other words, if your name is the ONLY NAME on the paper, it should reflect your efforts alone. There are serious consequences for ALL people involved in a violation. Please see your student handbook for details. You and your parents will also sign a contract, which I will keep a copy. It is available on my website also.

* Remember this is a learning environment and you need to behave accordingly. Those who cause problems will be placed on a Behavior Contract and your parents will be notified. I plan to work closely with your parents so that you can be successful in school.

